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OPINION

EU referendum: After the
setback, comes the fightback

A small majority of the British public voted to
leave the European Union and I am still reeling,
as are many people across the country – Remain
and Leave voters alike.
Sitting in the canteen of the Brighton Dome
on that fateful day, at an ungodly hour; too early
to be described as morning but too late to be
recognised as night, the referendum result shook
me to the core. I have experienced, and to some
extent still am, the full spectrum of emotions
related to grief. As a committed Green Party
Member of the European Parliament, I remain
convinced that our future would be fairer, safer,
and greener inside the EU.
Despite my obvious disappointment, I am
proud to have been a part of a GreenerIN campaign
which raised awareness of the important rights
and freedoms that have been won and guaranteed
at EU level; that evoked the founding principles
of the EU and the peace and solidarity they have
delivered; and that celebrated the free movement
of people and its benefits. Across the South East
of England, I met fantastic volunteers, worked
with inspiring organisations and witnessed the
power of a determined grassroots movement.

“ The tireless campaigners
I worked alongside can
hold their heads high after
eschewing both ‘Project
Fear’ and ‘Project Hate’.”
But, ultimately, we have to respect the reality of the, albeit narrow, victory for the Leave
campaign. A bitter campaign that became a
vessel for an anger felt by so many people. While
this anger has been directed at the EU, aided

Case for airport expansion is fantasy
Now the Conservative Party has bypassed any
democratic pretence and installed Theresa May
as the new British Prime Minister, a choice made
by just 165 MPs, I’m calling on her to pick up,
without delay, the much-postponed
issue of airport expansion. 
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The most urgent task facing our society,
however, is the need to reunite our divided communities. Differing views on the referendum
(based on falsehoods on both sides) have created deep splits which now must be repaired.

“ As Greens, we must
continue being at the
forefront of the campaign
to offer hope and
solidarity and to stand up
to the spread of racism,
inequality, and alienation.”
These are still very dark days but by showing
each other compassion and by standing with our
communities in support of a revitalised democracy we can find a way to build a stronger, fairer
and more peaceful country together.
and abetted by political and media elites propagating myths and outright lies, its deserved
target is much closer to home.
The real focus of this popular ire ought to be
Westminster – the base from which our governments have imposed ruthless and destructive
austerity on our communities, cut funding for
public services and put pressure on our housing,
our health services, and our schools. The British
system is broken and we must not let those responsible off the hook.
After the referendum setback, we must pick
ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and prepare for
the fightback. All sides must come together to
fix our broken democracy – starting with electoral reform. On June 23, we had a rare taste of

real democracy, but we’re still hungry. We must
create an electoral system that truly represents
our views. Reforming our local and general
elections must be a key priority in this new
post-referendum landscape. That Theresa May
was crowned Prime Minister after receiving
fewer than 200 votes is a stark reminder that
leaving the EU will not fix Britain’s democratic
deficit.
Progressives, regardless of their political
affiliation, must also unite to ensure that the
country’s new right-wing government is left in
no doubt over the importance of maintaining and
improving the vital employment protections,
human rights, and environmental safeguards
provided by our EU membership.

The future of fracking
under Theresa May?

Fight for our green
spaces starts now

In one of her first acts as Prime Minister, Theresa May abolished the Department of Energy and
Climate Change. Meanwhile, former energy
minister, who once questioned whether
climate change was real… 

The green spaces we know and love are
currently protected by EU nature laws and,
with the appointment of a new environmentally-illiterate Defra minister, I am calling on
citizens, campaigners… 
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Get Involved!
Greens for electoral reform:
XX http://bit.ly/GreensElectoralReform
#MakeSeatsMatchVotes
XX Sign the cross-party petition at:
http://bit.ly/CampaignForPR
Another Europe is Possible:
XX www.anothereurope.org
@another_europe / #MarchForEurope

“Case for airport expansion is fantasy”
Editorial by Keith Taylor, MEP for the South East

Now the Conservative Party has bypassed
any democratic pretence and installed Theresa May as the new British Prime Minister,
a choice made by just 165 MPs, I’m calling
on her to pick up, without delay, the
much-postponed issue of airport expansion.

“ It is time to recognise
the case for expansion
is built on sand.”
It is, and always has been, a myth that
the UK faces an airport capacity crisis; we
already fly more than any other country, yet
the huge budgets of the airport and pro-expansion lobbies are busy trying to convince
us otherwise. All but one UK airport is under-capacity and demand is likely to fall,
rather than rise, following Britain’s decision
to leave the EU.
Furthermore, nine of the ten most popular destinations from Heathrow, Britain’s
busiest airport, are short haul flights. Existing rail services could offer workable alternatives on most of these routes, thus freeing
up landing slots for longer haul flights. As
trains are ten times less polluting than planes,
this would also be better for the environment.

“ We cannot hope to
meet vital climate
change targets while
building any major new
runways – the two
policies are wholly
incompatible.”
Furthermore, the economic case cited
by the Airports Commission when recommending expansion was based on implausibly optimistic assumptions. These assumptions cannot claim any credibility, especially
in light of the current economic uncertainty.
With the economic case for expansion
no longer tenable and environmental case
never adding up, it’s time for the government
to be bold and dismiss these proposals out
of hand.
I am calling on Theresa May to reject the
environmentally detrimental proposals, not
just at Heathrow, but at Gatwick too.

p Keith casts his vote in the European Parliament.

Your Green MEP: Standing up for you in Europe
Every month, Keith receives hundreds of emails
and letters from people across the South East
concerned about EU issues that affect them.
So far this year, Keith has answered over
5,500 constituent emails. Many raised concerns
about human rights abuses across the world;
thousands focused on the fight for food sovereignty and nutrition as well as animal welfare
issues, such as a ban on trophy hunting and the
use of preventative antibiotics in farming.
As you would expect, Keith also received a
great deal of EU referendum correspondence

Human Rights

Environment & Health

History will not judge us favourably
if we abandon child refugees
Unaccompanied migrant children face squalor,
destitution, desperation and systematic detention
across the EU, according to a scathing report
published by a cross-party House of Lords
committee.
Unaccompanied children have been systematically failed by the UK, they have been dismissed
as ‘someone else’s problem’ and left vulnerable
to traffickers and people smugglers, according
to the House of Lords EU home affairs subcommittee.
The report came just days after Theresa May
scrapped the ‘Minister for Syrian Refugees’ role
introduced by David Cameron after the pictures
of the drowned three-year-old refugee Alan
Kurdi alerted the British public to the true harrowing extent of the refugee crisis.
Keith, who gave evidence to the committee,
says: “The report is entirely appropriate in its
condemnation of the UK government and its
abject failure to fulfil its own, limited, promises
to help vulnerable children living in desperate
situations. It’s truly shocking.”
“Frighteningly, the signals coming from Theresa May’s new rightwing cabinet indicate that
things are unlikely to get any better for these
young victims of one of the greatest humanitarian crises of our times. Child protection should
be the guiding principle, not immigration policies
that are seeing children systematically detained.”
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concentrating on the benefits of Britain’s continued membership of the European Union.
Keith says: “I’d like to take the opportunity to
thank each and every constituent who has taken
the time to contact me. It’s our job as MEPs to
represent our constituents and that vital role will
continue until the UK formally withdraws from
the European Union. To represent your views, we
need to hear from you. Putting pressure on MEPs
to protect the employment rights, environmental
safeguards and rights for UK and EU citizens is
crucial in this time of political uncertainty.”

“The Government knows what needs to be
done. Theresa May must reject the populist
anti-refugee rhetoric and act to fulfil the UK’s
moral and legal obligations. History will not judge
us favourably if we abandon our responsibility
to these children. Children escaping conflict are
already being forced into the arms of smugglers
and traffickers owing to the Government’s dereliction of duty.”
“Theresa May cannot allow this to continue,

and must make good on the Government’s
moral and legal obligations. Local councils must
also be given the resources necessary to welcome
these children and other refugees who need
our help.”
“More than 10,000 unaccompanied children
have disappeared in Europe, while at least 137
have drowned in the Mediterranean since the
start of the year. The Government must act before
more young lives are lost.”

p Child refugees in a camp in Jordan. Credit: Foreign & Commonwealth Office
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Action on deadly
air pollution must
be a priority
Air pollution is responsible for the preventable
deaths of 4,000 people a year in the South East
of England, but the government openly admits
that its faltering efforts to improve the quality of
the air that we breathe have been driven entirely by EU laws. Last year the government was
successfully held to account in the Supreme
Court by environmental lawyers ClientEarth for
breaking EU legislation and ordered to create
an action plan.
Alan Andrews, the lead lawyer on the case,
is now warning that if the UK leaves the EU and
fails to remain in the single market then both the
EU laws and domestic legislation that implements
them is likely to be lost or repealed.
Keith, who has long campaigned for stronger action on air pollution in the UK, mirrors Andrews’
concerns:
“It is vital that air pollution is on Theresa May’s
agenda, leaving the EU cannot be allowed to
become a cover under which the government
abdicates its responsibility for this public health
emergency.”
“EU air pollution limits are preventing 80,000
deaths every year across Europe. For the sake
of the health and prosperity of the British people,
we cannot risk scrapping these safeguards.”
“I will be putting pressure on Theresa May to
commit to maintaining and strengthening EU air
quality laws.”

OPINION

Human Rights

Migrants welcome

During the EU referendum campaign, some on
the Leave side exposed, and deliberately exploited, the poisonous, xenophobic, and, in extreme
cases, outright racist mentality of a small minority of British people.
People voted Leave for a wide range of
reasons; the majority were, justifiably, angry with
politics, politicians and an establishment elite
that has pursued policies that have prioritised
the greed of the privileged few over the needs
of the many. This anger was, wrongly, directed
against the EU, but it is a very real and visceral
expression of alienation from a political system
that fails to represent British people.
However, there were also expressions of a
very different kind of anger fuelled by hate, xenophobia and racism. An anger that seeks to
destroy the British values of decency and tolerance that are central to our open and welcoming
society.
Regrettably, a victory for Leave in the referendum has, for some, legitimised their hate
and emboldened them in their cause to express
it loudly and increasingly violently.

Environment & Health

“ The sharp increase in hate
crime following the
referendum is a source of
national embarrassment.”

The stories of people living in the UK who
are fearing for their safety because of their nationality or heritage, and the thoroughly disgusting activities of groups like Britain First, who
claim the referendum as a victory for their particularly pernicious brand of Islamophobia, are
cause to take stock and reflect on what we must

do now to combat this dangerous trend and
present a positive voice of hope.
As Greens, we fought a referendum campaign
that unashamedly celebrated the free movement
of people and promoted, rather than minimised,
the benefits of migration for Britain. We rejected
‘Project Hate’ then, and we reject it again now.

“ We need to come together
to heal our divided
communities and stand
against a resurgent
rightwing populism.”
We need to look out for one another and
work to bring our communities closer together.
And, right now, we need to stand tall and say
‘migrants welcome’.
p Keith launches positive Greener In referendum campaign on Brighton Beach.

Animal Rights

The future of
fracking under
Theresa May?

Brexit: Animals need our help now
more than ever

 In one of her first acts as Prime Minister,
Theresa May abolished the Department of Energy and Climate Change. Meanwhile, former
energy minister, who once questioned whether
climate change was real, Andrea Leadsom has
been appointed Secretary of State for the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
The resolutely pro-fracking MP has been
handed the keys to the ministry that could bring
the dangerous and controversial process to your
neighbourhood, or even your nearest National
Park.
At the same time, the government has unveiled
its latest fracking drive which includes proposals
to ‘buy off’ fracking-threatened households with
direct payments – rightly labelled by many as
bribes.
It is important to regroup, organise, and mobilise the widespread opposition to fracking. We
don’t want fracking, we don’t need fracking, and
no amount of bribery will change our minds.

Membership of the European Union has been a
positive driving force for animal welfare in the
UK and across the continent, as Britain faces
down Brexit, it is time to work together to fight
to maintain vital EU safeguards.
Shortly before the referendum, Keith joined
a high profile pro-EU panel of animal welfare
advocates in London, organised by the ethical
cosmetics retailer LUSH.
Keith spoke alongside Vanessa Hudson,
leader of the Animal Welfare Party, and Jack
Grant, an animal spokesperson for the cross-party Britain Stronger in Europe campaign group,
on the subject of animals and the EU.
Just a few days later, a small majority of
Britons voted to leave the European Union and
both a pro-foxhunting Prime Minister and pro-badger cull Environment minister have been thrust
into power without a mandate from the British
people.
Keith says:

Get Involved!
Find out if there’s an anti-fracking group
near you at www.frack-off.org.uk.
Also, let me know if you’re planning a protest or want to find out more about what
you can do to support a campaign for a
cleaner, safer, low-carbon energy future:
keithtaylor@greenmeps.org.uk.

“ It is time for animal lovers
of any, every, and no
political persuasion to
come together and fight
to uphold the worldleading protections the
EU has delivered on
animal welfare.”

“The EU brought in a blanket ban on cosmetic animal testing and the sale of animal-tested
cosmetics; ended the use of great apes in research,
improved welfare standards for farm animals,
strengthened protections for rare and endangered
species and cracked down on the illegal ivory
trade. EU bans on the import of cat and dog fur
and the trade in seal products also ensure that
our continent doesn’t contribute to these gruesome industries.”

“We cannot take these protections for granted, the new UK government is no friend to animals
and could, depending on our future relationship
with the EU, be free to scrap many, if not all, of
these hard-won and vital protections. We need
to be proactive in our fight to maintain these
EU laws.”

p Keith joins Animal Welfare Party's Vanessa Hudson and animal welfare campaigners at an EU referendum
event on Oxford Street.
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International Trade & Development

Animal Rights

The referendum hasn’t vanquished CETA or TTIP, Britain
can’t afford to ignore these corporate power grabs

Across Europe, opposition to corporate power
grabs like the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP) and the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), proposed free-trade deals between the EU and the
US and Canada, respectively, is having an impact.
And it is growing; more than three million Europeans have signed the Europe-wide ‘Stop TTIP’
petition. TTIP talks are now seriously delayed as
more national governments raise serious concerns.

Reports also suggest the UK plans to sign up
to CETA, as it negotiates an exit from the European Union, and remain a party to the deal once
negotiations are concluded.
Therefore, as a Green MEP, I will continue
working in the European Parliament to block TTIP,
as well as CETA. As campaigners, we must also

ensure we collaborate with and help grow the
international anti-TTIP movement. We must continue to fight for trade justice, now more than ever.

 Keith joins fellow Green MEPs Jean Lamber and
Molly Scott Cato in standing up against TTIP.

“ The vote to leave the EU
will not protect the UK
from CETA or TTIP. In fact,
the UK government is one
of the most prominent
cheerleaders for TTIP and
have even been urged to
push for a faster and
‘more ambitious’ free
trade deal with the US.”

OPINION

A recent vote in the European Parliament has
applied increased pressure on Japan to put a
stop to whale hunting.
MEPs highlighted that Japan is in breach of
international law on whaling and called on the
Japanese authorities to stop their whaling activities. The resolution comes ahead of the 17th
round of EU-Japan free trade negotiations due
to take place in the Autumn.
Keith, Vice-President of the Parliament’s
Intergroup on Animal Welfare, says:
“As the EU-Japan trade negotiations are in
full swing, now is the time to be sending a clear
message that we will not accept any further
killing of whales in Japan.”

“ I’m calling on the
Commission to make this a
cornerstone of their trade
talks; there should be no
deal without a pledge to
stop whale hunting in
Japan once and for all.”

Environment & Health

Transport & Aviation

Fight for our green spaces starts now

 The green spaces we know and love are
currently protected by EU nature laws and, with
the appointment of a new environmentally-illiterate Defra minister, I am calling on citizens,
campaigners, organisations to stand together to
protect, and strengthen these vital safeguards.

European Parliament
steps up pressure on
Japanese whalers

Iconic wildlife hotspots across the South East
of England, including the South Downs National
Park, the Dover Cliffs, RSPB Dungeness, the
Cothill Fens, and the New Forest Beechwoods
have an important extra level of protection under
EU law.

Nearly 300 green spaces in Britain benefit
from being part of an EU-wide network of protected areas. Almost 11,000 square miles of our
country’s most precious wildlife sites are recognised by the European Union as special areas of
conservation for their rare and endangered species of birds, trees, and bugs.

“ It is incredibly important
that we do all we can to
continue protecting our
wildlife at an international
level…”
…the animals and habitats we take for granted
locally are often rare in Europe, and fighting to
maintain and strengthen the EU safeguards we
have now is absolutely the best way to do this.

Time to think again
about road building
in the South East
Last year, the UK Government announced a
£15bn road building programme for the UK. In
the South East of England, £350m has been
set aside for the A27.
Keith says: “The Government’s road building
programme needs to be scrutinised and the
money redirected towards sustainable public
transport alternatives. Over recent years local
bus services have experienced savage cuts and
the cost of train travel continues to soar. The
money spent on road building should be used
to support public transport schemes.”
“If the Government is to stay true to its recent
climate change commitments made in Paris, it
needs to develop a sustainable transport strategy that reduces traffic on the roads. We need
to significantly reduce our road traffic to combat
climate change.”
“I stand with the A27 campaign groups, calling for the development of responsible transport
strategies that prioritise our environment, our
climate, and our health.”

p Keith visit EU-protected RSPB site in Dungeness.

Contact Keith Taylor MEP

Working across the South East

The South East’s Green voice in Europe

To keep in touch with his constituents Keith has a team of staff based in the UK:

XX www.keithtaylormep.org.uk

XX Constituency Co-ordinator for Kent, Hampshire & Isle of Wight — Krysia Williams: keithtaylor@greenmeps.org.uk

XX keithtaylor@greenmeps.org.uk

XX Regional Liaison Officer for Surrey & Sussex — Anne Weinhold: anne@greenmeps.org.uk

XX Twitter: @GreenKeithMEP

XX Regional Liaison Officer for Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire & Berkshire —

XX 020 7250 8415
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