To the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy / Vice-President of the Commission,
Ms Federica Mogherini

Brussels, 14th September 2018

Subject: The EU must take immediate actions to thwart the promotion of unilateral plans to redraw
the borders of Jerusalem.

Dear High Representative,

We the undersigned Members of Parliament convey our serious concerns about the increasingly
severe and critical violations of Palestinians’ human rights in East Jerusalem as well as the grave
threats to the two state solution posed by current plans to redraw the boundaries of Jerusalem. We
urge the European External Action Service and the EU Member States, to take swift and meaningful
action to encourage the Israeli government to put a halt to these plans, recently promoted through
the Knesset and other public policy venues.
Our call for action is prompted by the promotion of unilateral plans and bills being advanced by
members of the Israeli government, one of which was passed into law in early January. These formulas
for artificially engineering the demographic balance of the city, if enacted, will have profound
ramifications for the individual Palestinians at risk of displacement, for Palestinians’ collective right to
the city, and for the viability of any prospective peace process to resolve the conflict in the city and
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at large. Their shared objective is no less than the de facto annexation
of the three settlement blocs outside the city (Gush Etzion to the south, Ma’ale Adumim/E-1 to the
east and Givat Ze’ev to the north) and the detachment of the eight Palestinian neighbourhoods that
are located within the municipal boundaries but were isolated into abandoned enclaves after being
left on the other side of the Separation Barrier (four in the area of the Shuafat Refugee Camp and four
in Kufr Aqab-Semiramis).

1/3

Should these plans come to fruition, we could expect the transfer of some 120,000 Palestinians – 1/3
of the entire population of East Jerusalem – from the municipal jurisdiction of Jerusalem; while, at the
same time, roughly 140,000 settlers from the adjacent blocs would be, for all intents and purposes,
absorbed into the city with the intention of creating a massive Israeli block and further marginalizing
Palestinians’ existence in Jerusalem. One widely understood objective would be enfranchising these
settlers to vote in municipal elections in order to counter the influence of Palestinians should they
choose to exercise their vote. These changes will have a critical impact on any future negotiations with
the Palestinian Authority and undermine any efforts to negotiate a two state solution in which
Jerusalem is the capital of both the Israeli and Palestinian peoples.
Since these recent events are of enormous importance to the future of the Israeli- Palestinian conflict
and any prospects of a negotiated solution – particularly in the context of the recent USA embassy
move, unchecked settlement building in East Jerusalem, and the maintenance of intolerable socioeconomic disparities between east and west Jerusalem – we call upon the European Union to uphold
its own obligations to respect, protect and promote the human rights of the Palestinian population
and to petition the Israeli government to adopt the following recommendations:

1. An immediate halt to any and all plans to unilaterally redraw the borders of the city, including
any plans for the de facto annexation of the three major settlement blocs adjacent to the city
or the transfer of Palestinian neighbourhoods from municipal jurisdiction.
2. Comprehensive investment in East Jerusalem, with particular emphasis in the
neighbourhoods beyond the Barrier, in critically needed infrastructure and services – basic,
emergency, health, educational, community – and full protection of Palestinians’ permanent
residency status in Jerusalem.
3. An immediate cessation of settlement building in East Jerusalem, including major Israeli
neighbourhoods/settlements built since 1967, private settlements in the hearts of Palestinian
neighbourhoods; and the use of the Separation Barrier, road infrastructure, national parks,
and tourist sites to further consolidate Israeli control of the city.
4. A full stop on demolitions of Palestinian homes and evictions of Palestinians from their homes
in East Jerusalem, with special emphasis on the neighbourhoods beyond the Barrier, which
are experiencing an uptick in demolitions and where residents are under increasing threat of
eviction, as well as within the Old City and surrounding band of Palestinian neighbourhoods –
the epicentre of Israeli control of the city under all unilateral plans.
5. Reform of the planning system to allow for comprehensive community planning and
development of Palestinian neighbourhoods, with emphasis on the approval of detailed
outline plans required for procurement of building permits.

Yours sincerely,
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Ernest Urtasun, Greens/EFA - Spain
Pascal Durand, Greens/EFA - France
Ana Miranda, Greens/EFA - Spain
Keith Taylor, Greens/EFA - UK
Estefanía Torres Martínez, GUE/NGL – Spain
Tania Gonzalez Penas, GUE/NGL - Spain
Bodil Valero, Greens/EFA - Sweden
Molly Scott Cato, Greens/EFA - UK
Bart Staes, Greens/EFA - Belgium
Sergio Cofferati, S&D - Italy
Margrete Auken , Greens/EFA - Denmark
Dimitrios Papadimoulis, GUE/NGL - Greece
Marisa Matias, GUE/NGL - Portugal
Ana Gomes, S&D - Portugal
Curzio Maltese, GUE/NGL - Italy
Paloma Lopez Bermejo, GUE/NGL - Spain
Miguel Urban Crespo, GUE/NGL - Spain
Xabier Benito Ziluaga, GUE/NGL - Spain
Linnéa Engström, Greens/EFA - Sweden
Jean Lambert, Greens/EFA – UK
Neoklis Sylikiotis, GUE/NGL – Cyprus
Josep-Maria Terricabras, Greens/EFA - Spain
Tilly Metz, Greens/EFA - Luxembourg
Georgi Pirinski, S&D - Bulgaria
Ivo Vajgl, ALDE – Slovenia
Javier Nart, ALDE - Spain
Angela Vallina de la Noval, GUE/NGL – Spain
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